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Rent your house for Super Bowl XLVI . . .

MAKE $10K A DAY!
(But be sure you read all the fine print first.)
Andrew Scoggin

The offer sounds enticing:
Rent out your home for the Super Bowl in February, and you could get big money -- up
to $10,000 a day.
It's a quick, easy way to make some cash. At least that's how signs posted across
Indianapolis make it seem.
But it's not exactly a sure thing, and officials are urging caution, whether going through
home-rental companies or on your own.
"Obviously the signs that get put up, it's an expectation that probably won't be met," said
Bill Thomas, president and CEO of the Central Indiana chapter of the Better Business
Bureau.
It's a practice that started in 2008, Thomas said, with Super Bowl XLII in the Phoenix
area. Companies charged hundreds of dollars, sometimes nonrefundable, to take photos
of homes and post listings for them online.
It has been repeated since then in Super Bowl cities, with offers starting to appear in the
summer leading up to the big game, Thomas said.

Dozens of companies offering Super Bowl home-rental websites can be found on the
Internet, including Phoenix-based SportsEventRentals.com. The site, which has listings
for other major sporting events as well, charges a listing fee of $49.95 to stay on the site
for a year.
Site owner Todd Brenneman said the company operates like a high-end Craigslist, and
also has a BBB "A-" rating. He said the company doesn't use roadside signs because
they're "tacky."
For the Dallas-area Super Bowl, Brenneman said about 230 homes were rented out, with
competitive prices at $1,200 a night. About 20 houses, which he said were multimilliondollar homes, rented out for $5,000 a night.
That "up to $10,000" is probably a little far-fetched, Brenneman said. "Renting your
home, nothing is guaranteed," he said.
One company that advertises "up to $10,000 per day" for home rentals is Phoenix-based
MajorEventRentalz.com. Owner Keith Johnson said he founded the website shortly after
the 2008 Super Bowl.
The company charges a flat fee of $595 for photos and to be listed on its website for a
year.
MajorEventRentalz.com rented out 15 to 20 homes for last season's Super Bowl. The
average asking price on the site was about $5,500, Johnson said.
The company has an "A-" rating from the BBB, with two complaints in the past three
years.
The BBB's Thomas recommended not working with companies that charge an upfront
fee, even if it isn't a scam.
"They really don't have an interest per se in renting your home," he said. "They just want
the money upfront."
In fact, there are plenty of horror stories that followed the Super Bowl in Dallas.
One house-rental company, Phoenix-based Ticketholderaccommodators.com, drew
numerous complaints in the Dallas area, and about 30 over the past year in general.
Unsuccessful rental clients complained that they did not get their deposit back, as had
been promised.
The complaints reported that the company closed up shop, said Jeannette Kopko,
spokeswoman of the Dallas-area BBB. The website URL is now blank.
But, she warned that scammers could be operating under a new name.

John Ames, Colleyville, Texas, tried to rent out three homes -- his, his daughter's and a
rental property -- with Ticketholderaccommodators.com. He paid about $3,000 in
deposits, and the listings were posted online.
Soon, the company told him it had found renters.
Ames said the company seemed legitimate, asking for details from renters such as a
damage deposit. He said he checked with the Phoenix-area BBB, whose rating for the
company was low only because Ticketholderaccommodators.com couldn't back its
"We're No. 1" claim.
"If this was a scam thing, this wasn't the first rodeo," Ames said.
After an ice storm hit Dallas the week of the Super Bowl, Ames said, he could not reach
the company.
Ames had hoped to make $50,000 to $65,000 on the venture, but he was out $3,000.
"Even though I look back at it, I don't necessarily smell a rat," Ames said. "Other than
they didn't give our money back."
Some local residents are looking to rent during the Super Bowl without going through an
agency. Mark Friedman, Avon, put his homes up for rent on Craigslist. He declined to
say how much he's asking for his three-bedroom condo, though he said one competitor
was asking for $3,000 a day.
"If I don't rent it, that's fine," Friedman said. "But I'd rather have more control in the
situation."
Friedman has done this before; he rented out his two-bedroom San Diego condo in 2003
for that season's Super Bowl. He listed it online himself then, too, setting out insurance
responsibilities for renters and taking a video record of the condition of the condo.
For a four-night stay for five, Friedman made $4,000.
Now, the retired 63-year-old said he's just looking for some extra income.
The 2012 Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee does not have a stance on home
rentals but points out that about 13,800 hotel rooms are available in the Indianapolis area.
That should be enough to accommodate the estimated 100,000 to 150,000 people
expected to visit the city in the 10 days leading up to the Super Bowl, said Dianna Boyce,
spokeswoman for the host committee.
She warned people to do their research before seeking to rent out their homes.

The Super Bowl rental signs have drawn the ire of at least one city department. Many
signs found across Indianapolis violate city code because of how they're placed.
Signs are not allowed in the right-of-way of intersections, which means anything from the
sidewalk to the curb, said city Department of Code Enforcement spokeswoman Kate
Johnson.
Inspectors remove the infracting signs, which could obstruct views and distract drivers,
and throw them away. It's really nothing new, Johnson said, as signs appear along
roadways all the time.
But when another company sees a sign in that place, it tends to think it's OK to post its
own, Johnson said.
"They tend to multiply like rabbits," she said.
Call Star reporter Andrew Scoggin at (317) 444-6125.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Text name: 5Q2CLHNV
Slug: nwSUPERRE
Topic:
Subject:
Keyword:
Type:
Geographic:
Art type:
Caption: Star Photo Illustration
PROC:
Taxonomy:
Saxo-Keywords:
Summary: nwSUPERRE
Slug: nwSUPERRE
Pubcode: ind
Status: Sent

SPORTS,
C2

PATRICK BIDS FAREWELL TO INDYCAR,
BUT WILL SHE RETURN TO INDY 500?

"Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty" II COR. 3:17
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BACK TO SCHOOL BUY 10, SAVE $5
INSTANTLY WHEN YOU BUY
10 PARTICIPATING PRODUCTS.

Today’s weather

LOW: 60 HIGH: 85
Partly cloudy and mild.
Details, B12
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MAKE
$10K A DAY!
(But be sure you read all the fine print first.)
By Andrew Scoggin

The offer sounds enticing:
Rent out your home for the Super Bowl in
February, and you could get big money — up
to $10,000 a day.
It’s a quick, easy way to make some cash. At
least that’s how signs posted across Indianapolis make it seem.
But it’s not exactly a sure thing, and officials are urging caution, whether going
through home-rental companies or on your
own.
“Obviously the signs that get put up, it’s an
expectation that probably won’t be met,” said
Bill Thomas, president and CEO of the Central Indiana chapter of the Better Business
Bureau.
It’s a practice that started in 2008, Thomas
said, with Super Bowl XLII in the Phoenix
area. Companies charged hundreds of dollars,
sometimes nonrefundable, to take photos of
homes and post listings for them online.
It has been repeated since then in Super
Bowl cities, with offers starting to appear in
the summer leading up to the big game,
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AVOID BEING
SCAMMED
The Better Business
Bureau offers some
tips on whether to
rent your home
through an agency
during the Super
Bowl:
» Check out the
company with
BBB before providing any personal information or paying a fee. You can
check out businesses anywhere in the country
at www.bbb.org.
» Get everything in writing from the company helping to rent the property.
» Consider using a local home rental company.
» Do not pay any upfront fees through a
wire service.
Source: Better Business Bureau

+ THERE’S MORE: That’s not all you need
to know. Check out more tips on A8.

» See $10K, Page A8

“Our children deserve
better, and it’s time
to do it.”

Tony Bennett, state superintendent
of public instruction

IPS BOARD
TO SUE OVER
TAKEOVERS
State panel expected to OK list;
schools will enter transition period
By Scott Elliott

scott.elliott@indystar.com

Next school year, four Indianapolis Public Schools will be
among the first to be taken over
by the state of Indiana, if the
state Board of Education — as
expected — approves that recommendation Monday.
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Bennett
said Thursday he will recommend state takeover for
Donnan Middle School and
Manual, Arlington Community
and Howe Community high
schools, along with Roosevelt
High School in Gary.
In response, the Indianapolis

Public School Board — at Superintendent Eugene White’s
urging — voted 4-3 Thursday
night to sue the state Department of Education.
Two other IPS schools —
Broad Ripple Magnet High
School for the Arts and Washington Community High School
— will not be taken over. Instead, they will be paired with
“lead partner” organizations to
assist with specific needs, while
IPS retains control.
“Our children deserve better,
and it’s time to do it,” Bennett
said in unveiling his recommen» See IPS, Page A7

+ DEAL: IPS Superintendent Eugene White’s contract extended. B1

After takeovers, the hard work
to fix failing schools will begin
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WEEKEND ROUNDUP
MOTOGP RIDERS ON
THE TRACK TODAY

Gates open at 8 a.m. today at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the
first of three days and nights of activities surrounding the fourth Red
Bull Indianapolis Grand Prix. Despite
the dangers of motorcycle racing,
safety improvements in equipment
and facilities make the kind of fatal
accidents that marred last year’s
events rare. For more on that story,
plus the full weekend schedule and
ticket information, see Sports, C1.

ANOTHER WARMUP
FOR THE COLTS
Neither veteran quarterback
Peyton Manning nor recently
signed Kerry Collins (left) is
expected to play in tonight’s
game against the Green Bay
Packers. Tickets are available
by calling (800) 745-3000 or
at ticketmaster.com. The
game is at 8 p.m. and will
be broadcast on
WISH (Channel 8).
Colts coverage, C1, C6

GET READY
TO DIG IN AT DIGIN

Sample food from more than 30 Indiana
chefs. DigIN also features Indiana wine,
beer, coffee and juices. For details, go to
www.DigINdiana.org or call (317) 607-8715.

NO BARRIERS
AT INDYFRINGE

The one-woman show “No Gender Left Behind,” (left) being performed Saturday and
Sunday, will help close out this year’s Indy
Fringe Festival. Visit www.indyfringe.org
for a schedule.
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